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Name:__________________       Date:_______

Nelson Mandela Biography

1. Introduction

Nelson Mandela was the most 
important civil rights leader 
in South Africa. During 
Mandela’s lifetime, black 
people did not have equal 
rights in South Africa. 
Mandela fought to give black 
people equal rights and he won. 
He even became the president 
of South Africa. It was hard 
for Mandela to fight for equal 
rights. It took a long time, but 
it was a great victory.

2. Early Life

Nelson Mandela was born on 
July 18, 1918, in South Africa. 
During this time, many black 
people were not treated fairly 
in South Africa. Life was 
difficult for black people 
living in South Africa because 
they did not have equal rights. 
Black people and white people 
were separate. The white 
South Africans had good jobs,
homes, and schools. The black 
South Africans did not have 
good jobs, homes, and schools. 

Mandela in South Africa

This was called apartheid, 
which means separate. 
Mandela met many activists
who believed apartheid was 
wrong. Mandela decided to 
fight against apartheid.

3. Activism

At first, Mandela did not 
want violent protests against 
the government. He wanted 
to be peaceful, like Gandhi. 
After some time, Mandela 
did not think nonviolence 
worked. He decided to 
become violent. He wanted
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to bomb government
buildings. He wanted to bomb 
the buildings when no people 
were inside. He did not want 
any people to get hurt. The 
government of South Africa 
discovered Mandela’s plans. 
They called him a terrorist and 
put him in prison on Robin 
Island. 

4 Imprisonment

Mandela stayed in prison for 
twenty-seven years. The world 
heard about Mandela and 
apartheid. They heard he was in 
prison. They did not think 
apartheid was fair. They 
wanted Mandela to be released 
from prison. Eventually, the 
government of South Africa 
released Mandela from prison 
in 1990.

5. Presidency

After Mandela was released 
from prison, he continued to 
fight against apartheid. In 
1993, he won the Nobel peace 
prize. In 1994. all races of 
people in South Africa, both 
black and white, voted in the 
presidential election for the 
first time. Before this time, 

only white people voted. 
Mandela won the election and 
became president of South 
Africa. He was the first black 
president. 

Some people were angry that 
Mandela became president. 
They wanted to start violence, 
but Mandela was a very good 
leader. He did not let people 
become violent. He kept his 
people safe and his country at 
peace. As a result, the whole 
world was sad when he died in 
2013 at the age of ninety-five 
years old. 

6. Conclusion

Nelson Mandela was important 
because he fought for equal 
rights for people in South 
Africa. He was a great leader 
because he stayed strong 
during difficult times. Mandela 
inspired many people around 
the world to fight for what 
they believe is right.
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Vocabulary Word Definition

civil rights (plural) noun to be treated fairly by 
the government

victory  (singular) noun to win

terrorist  (singular) noun someone who tries to 
scare or hurt people

inspired verb to make someone want 
to do something

apartheid noun black and white South
Africans were separate

activists (plural) noun     people who work hard 
to change something

discovered     verb found

released     verb to be let out

protests (plural) noun to show you do not like 
something

7. Vocabulary
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8. Spelling Practice: Unscramble the vocabulary words and 
spell the word correctly on the line (tip: the sentences 
with the words are in the text)

a. Mandela met many vitcatsis ________________ who 

believed apartheid was wrong.

b. Mandela nisidpre ___________________ many people 

around the world to fight for what they believe is right.

c. Nelson Mandela was the most important lciiv tigrsh 

__________________ leader in South Africa. 

d. Mandela did not want violent osptsret _____________

against the government.

e. They called him a ertosrtir _______________ and put 

him in prison on Robin Island.

f. It took a long time to win equal rights in South Africa, 

but it was a great ictroyv ________________.

g. redtaphai ______________ means separate. 

h. Mandela was finally ederasle ________________ from 

prison in 1990.

i. The government of South Africa rsodcedive 

__________________ Mandela’s plans.
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a. The __________________ disagreed with a new law so 

they began ________________ to change it. 

b. The explorer __________________ many new lands.

c. Nelson Mandela’s fight against _________________ in 

South Africa and the ________________ Movement in the 

U.S. have a lot of similarities. 

d. The soccer team had many ___________________. 

They did not lose often.

e. My dad was ___________________ from the hospital 

because he was feeling healthier.

f. The _____________________ tired to scare people by 

bombing buildings.

g. My biology teacher _________________ me to become 

a doctor

civil rights           victories
terrorist             inspired
apartheid            activists
discovered          released

protests

9. Cloze Sentences: Complete the sentences with the 
correct vocabulary word.
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10. Grammar: Change verbs to the past or present tense. 
(hint: all verbs are in the reading)

11. Text Structure

a. Write the title:______________________________

b. List the subheadings (subheadings are the section titles)

 Introduction
 _______________________
 _______________________
 _______________________
 _______________________ 
 _______________________

c. Underline the topic sentence and concluding sentence.

Present Past

a. win 

b. fight

c. is/are

d. take

e. meet

f. decide

g. want

h. discover

i. vote

a. __________________

b. __________________

c. __________________

d. __________________

e. __________________

f. __________________

g. __________________

h. __________________

i. __________________
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12. Sequence Main Events: List the main events in order. 

 First, Mandela was born.

 Second, ____________________________________

 Third, _____________________________________

 Fourth, ____________________________________

 Finally,  ____________________________________

13. Comprehension Questions: 1) Underline the question 
word once, verb twice, and circle the subject. 2) Answer the 
questions in complete sentences.

a. Who was Nelson Mandela?

b. Where was Mandela born?

Mandela became president.

Mandela went to prison.

Mandela was born.

Mandela died.

Mandela won the Nobel Peace Prize. 
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c. When was Mandela born?

d. Why was life difficult for black South Africans?

e. Why did he go to prison? How long was he in prison?

f. In 1994, Mandela became the first ________________

of South Africa.

g. Why was Mandela important?
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Cause Effect

Black South 
Africans were not 
treated fairly under 

apartheid. 

Mandela was put in 
prison on Robin 

Island.

Think about it: Nelson Mandela disagreed with Apartheid and 
wanted to changed South Africa? What is something you 
disagreed with and wanted to change?
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For the first time 
ever in South 

Africa, all races of 
people voted in the 

presidential 
election of 1994.



Name:______________________                              Date:_______

Title = ___________________________________

Topic Sentence = _______________________________________

____________________________________________________

Details Examples

•

•

•

•

•

•

Concluding Sentence:__________________________________

__________________________________________________
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Name;_______________________ Date:____________

Title:____________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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civil rights

to be treated 

fairly by the 
government

victory to win

terrorist
someone who 

tries to scare or 

hurt people

apartheid
black and white 

South Africans 
were separate

activists
a person who 

works hard to 
change something

discovered found

released to be let out 13



protests

to show you do 
not like something
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